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This Information Disclosure Statement is filed together 
with the above-identified patent application. Thus, a 
certification under 37 C.F.R. 1.97 (e) or fee under 37 
C-F.R. l-17(p) is not required for the information herein 
to be considered. 

The following information is being disclosed to the 
Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of the above-identified 
patent application. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



(37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b) (D) 



Sir: 



The above-identified patent application claims priority 
to French Patent Application No. FR 0214556 filed on 
November 20, 2002 • Applicants' attorney encloses a copy 
of a French Search Report issued on the priority French 
Patent Application No. FR 0214556. The Search Report 
cited United States Patent Nos . US 5,841, 982, US 
6,418,298, European Patent Application No. EP 0866586 and 
PCT International Publication No. WO 99/18695. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the 
claimed invention (37 C.F.R. §1. 97(g)) or that no other 
possible material information exists. In addition, the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not to 
be construed to be an admission that the information 
cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (h)). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment 
for any additional fees associated with this 
communication or credit any over payment to Deposit 
Account No. 16-1350. 
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